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Supreme Court Says 
Health District Legal. 


That there is virtue in standing 
loyally by a cause and remaining de-| 
voted to a principle is well established 
in the case of the San Joaquin Local 
Health District, for the State Supreme 
Court, in a decision handed down on 
May Ist, has declared that the law 


under which the health district operates 
is constitutional. 

When the legal attack against the dis- 
trict was instituted the funds under 
which it operated were tied up. Banks, 
service clubs, and individuals: came to 
the rescue, advancing funds for the sup- 
port of the district, even though they 
knew that there could be no return of 
their money if the final court decision 
were to be unfavorable. Merchants ex- 


tended liberal credit to the district, and} 


its employees, under crushing discour- 
agement and at great personal incon- 
venience, remained steadfast and carried 
on their work. 

There can be no better example of 
active support behind a public health 
organization than that provided by the 
people of San Joaquin County for its 
local health organization. The resi- 
dents of the district are aware of the 
tremendous benefits that have come 
to them through this organization. 
They have seen diphtheria brought 
under almost complete control in San 
Joaquin County. They have seen 
typhoid fever almost disappear. They 
have benefited through the work of a 
high grade public health nursing ser- 


-on Monday nights. 


>... 


vibe a skilled health officer. They 
have: been willing to provide personal 


funds that this sort of work may con- 
tinue. 


Strange to state, there is no resent: 
ment against the individuals who insti- 
gated the attack upon the legality of the 
act under which the district is formed. 
The proponents assumed the position 
that they knew that the formation of 
the district was right, and therefore it 
would prevail. There was a _ strong 
feeling of confidence which kept the 
organization intact even under tremen- 
dous handicaps. There is a_ belief that 
the court decision now leads to the full 
functioning of the organization and 
that it will now be able to provide more 
extensive service, with far greater re- 
sults, than ever before. The people in 
San Joaquin County are to be con- 
eratulated for this victory and they are. 
specially to be congratulated for their 
loyalty and steadfastness to their own | 


public health organization during the 
clouded period. 


KGO Will Broadcast 
Health Talks Monday Nights. 


The General Electric Company’s 
Pacific Coast broadcasting station at 
Oakland, KGO, will broadcast radio 
health talks prepared by the California 
State Board of Health every Monday 
at 8.05 p.m. The health talk will be 
the second nutnber on the educational 
program broadcasted from this station 
This broadcasting 
station will carry health messages to | 
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of smallpox in California this year| 
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all residents in California may 
“listen in,” as well as to persons resid- 
ing in many other states. The series 
of talks now being broadcasted pertain 
to camping and outdoor life. . This. 
series will be supplemented by others 
based upon different health topics. 
The San Francisco Examiner station, 
KUO, .also broadcasts health material 
repared by the State Board of Health. 
his, station has served as a broadcast- 
ing station for this board for the past. 
2 years and because of the fact that it 


evening it reaches a large number of 
listenerg in who do not hear the radio 
talks broadcasted at a later hour. 


German Measles Confused 
With Scarlet Fever. 


Many health officers are confronted 
with- an aggravated- problem in making}! 
a differential diagnosis in cases of mild 
scarlet fever and German measles. The 
responsibility involved’ in permitting, 
unintentionally, a case of scarlet fever 
to enjoy the very limited control that| 
is permissible in German measles is a: 
very heavy liability. It would seem 
that the general public should be given 
the benefit of any doubt that may exist 
in the diagnosis of this disease. It is 
far better policy to favor the Madrniets 
of the graver disease until such time as 
it can be definitely established that the 
case is less serious. Scarlet fever must 
always be considered as one of the most 
severe diseases with which we have to 
deal. Not only because of the immediate 
suffering that it causes, but also for the 
terrific damages in after effects that it 
levies upon persons of adult age. 


Smallpox of Severe 
Type in Detroit. 


An exceptionally large number of 
cases of smallpox has been reported in 
Detroit since the first of the year and 
while most of these cases are mild, a 
considerable number of cases of an 
exceptionally virulent type of smallpox 
is now appearing. There were 13 
deaths from smallpox in Detroit dur- 
ing April. Smallpox is also unusually | 
prevalent in Windsor, Ontario, across 
the river from Detroit. . 

There have already been more cases 


than have ever occurred in any single 
year. in the history’of the state. Fortu- 
nately,’most of these .cases-are mild, few 
deaths -having been reported. 


American Child Health 
Association to Meet. 


The second annual meeting of the 
American Child Health Association will 


l-be held in Kansas City, Missouri, Octo- 


ber 15, 16 and 17. Dr. Borden S. 
Veeder, Professor of the Clinic of 
Pediatrics, Washington University, St. 
Louis, Missouri, is chairman of the pro- 
gram committee. Members of Dr. 
Veeder’s committee are: Miss Sara B. 


Place, R.N., superintendent of Infant — 
Welfare Society, Chicago, Ill.; Miss 
Maude A. Brown, director of Health 


‘Education of the Child Health Demon- 


station, Fargo, N.D.; and Dr. S. Jose- 
phine Baker, consulting director in 
maternity and infancy and child hygiene 
|of the Children’s Bureau of the United 
States Department of Labor. Dr. Baker 
is known as one of the foremost authori- 
ties in the nation in the field of child 
health. Her resignation last spring from 
the position of director of the Bureau 
of Child Hygiene of the New York City 
| Department of Health came after twenty 
years of pioneer work for the welfare 
of mothers and babies. 

The meeting in Kansas City will bring 
q| together the lay members of the Amer- 
ican Child Health Association and an 
eminent group of physicians, nurses, 
public health specialists, deans of medi- 
cal and dental colleges of the leading 
universities of the country, nationally 
known educators, nutritionists, biologists 
and specialists in various scientific fields 
connected with child health investigation. 


Dr. Baird Retires From 
Riverside County Office. 


Dr. J. G. Baird, who for many years 
has served as health officer of River- 
side County, recently resigned his 
office. Dr. Baird is one of the most 
active supporters of the health officers’ 
section of the League of California 
Municipalities, and has always taken an 
active and prominent part in public 
health work in California. He has, for 
many years, provided Riverside County 
with skilled service given at consider- 
able personal loss. It is public spirited 
men of Dr. Baird’s type who are doing 
remarkable work in advancing public 
welfare. Dr. Baird has always coopera- 
ted fully with the California State Board 


of Health and with the people of ‘his 
community. 


It is with — that his 
retiremént: is noted. 
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mre Drinking Water for Campers. 
Rapio Tarik No. 5. 


One of the most common and-popu- 
Jar misbeliefs is the opinion that run- 
ning water purifies itself. While it is 
true that the more extensive exposure 
of running water to sun and air may 
improve its taste by the action of these 
elements upon any organic matter that 
the water may contain, the harmful 


bacteria are not affected. The purity 
of a water can never be judged by its 
appearance. Even its sparkle may be 
due to products of decomposition. Odor, 
appearance and taste may be satisfac- 
tory but, nevertheless, the water may 
contain harmful bacteria such as those 
that cause typhoid fever, dysentery and 
other intestinal . disturbances. The 
average peérson does not contemplate 
with sufficient care the danger that may 
lurk in a running stream. This: care- 
free attitude comes, no doubt, from the 
mistaken popular opinion that a- run- 
ning stream purifies itself. It does not. 

There is a way by which the camper 
or hiker may disinfect a’ small water 


supply by chemical means, and it is upon} 
this subject of chemical disinfection of | 


small quantities of water that this radio 
talk is based. In the first place, it must 


be stated, however, that the- best water] 


to take on a camping trip is that which 
comes from a known safe supply. In 
the second place, the safest way to des- 
troy disease germs in the water is by 
actual boiling. Boiling water for five 
minutes will kill all germs of typhoid 
fever and similar diseases. This method 
is not always convenient, however, and 
chemical disinfection must be resorted 
to. 

Iodine in small quantities is used for 
this purpose, with satisfactory results. 
Other chemicals will do the work, but 
iodine is more convenient to carry, is 
easier to use, and is less apt to affect the 
taste of the water. It may be purchased 
from any drug store and is fairly uni- 
form in composition. It is also very 
useful in case of cuts, scratches, and| 7 
sprains. | 

The following directions may be 
found useful for disinfecting a small 
supply of water with iodine: To one 
quart of clear water add 3 drops of tinc- 
ture of iodine. To waters which are 
Cloudy or which contain considerable 
sediment, 6 drops may_be needed. Iodine 
Should be added until a slight but dis- 


tinct brown color. is noticed.. Allow.the]. 
iodine to stand in the water for 15]. 


minutes, after which add a small pinch 


pleted in less time. 


Calexico 2, Colton 2, 


of ‘sodium thiosulphate or hypo, the 
chemical commonly used in photographic 
work. This will destroy the remaining 
iodine and the water will regain its 
original appearance. It is very im- 
portant that a clear glass jar be used 
in order that the change of color may 
be observed and it is of much greater 
importance that the iodine be allowed 
to stand in the water for the full 15 
minute period. Sterilization is not com- 
As little of the 
hypo as possible should be used, as over 


dosing will cause a slight bitter taste in 


the water. These chemicals, as recom- 
mended, in small amounts are not 
injurious to health. 

It should be remembered that as a 
general proposition it is far safer to 


carry along a jug of water from home 
or any other place where its quality is 


well known than to rely on‘ any chance 


stream. This is out of the question, 
however, 


on long trips: .into remote 
regions. ‘The chemical disinfection may 
then be applied and if used as directed 
the camper or hiker may be assured of 
the safety of his supply of drinking 


Long Beach Nurses 
Eligible For Examination. 


The California State Board of Health 
has approved the application of the 
Long Beach Welfare Board for recog- 
nition as an institution which gives to 
nurses, who have been in its employ for 
two consecutive years, the required 
public health training to accredit them 
for examination for certificates as public 
health nurses. 


MORBIDITY.* 


water. 


Measles. 


1006 cases of measles have been reported, 
as. follows: Los Angeles 209, Los Angeles 
County 123, Pasadena 159, Long Beach 40, 
Whittier 40, Kings County 35, Blythe 25, 
San Francisco 42, Alhambra 11, "Glendora 11, 
Corona 5, Riverside County 8, 
Berkeley 21, Orange County Lassen 
County 13, Colusa 6, Red Bluff i Fresno 
County 5, Sacramento 13, Benicia. 8, San 
Fernando 5, Huntington Park 12, Placerville 

Compton 6, Glendale 15, Riverside 13, San 
Gabiiel 6, San Joaquin County 6, Stockton 13, 
Dixon 5, Oakland 10, Anaheim 5, Santa Clara 
County 5, Huntington Beach 1, Santa Monica 
4, South Gate 2, Santa Barbara 1, Nevada 
County 1, Sacramento County 2, Madera :. 
Beverly Hills 1, See te 3.~ Brea 3, Burlin- 
game l, Plumas pos Chico 4, Hermosa 
3 Pomona 4, Alameda 2 Stanislaus County 1, 
San Luis Obispo 2, 
Newman 1, Dinuba 1, Healdsburg 1, Alameda 
County 3, Trinity County 3, Walnut Creek . 
Pacific Grove 2 , San Luis Obispo. County 3, 


'*From. reports on May oth and 6th 
for week ending May 3d. rts : | 


| 


- Fillmore 4, Startislaus_ County 
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Vacaville 2, Manhattan 1, Hawthorne 1, 
County 1,: Rialto Tulare 3, 
Perris 1 1 , Lindsay 


187 cases of dachthesie, 
follows:, Los Angeles 42, San. Francisco 57, 
Angeles County 12, Long 6, 
5,- Oakland 22, ‘Redondo 1 Merced 
acra- 
mento - Fresno County 4, 2, 
1, Stockton 
Santa Cruz County 1, Riverside County 2 
San Luis Obispo 2, Coalinga - 1,, West: Covina 
Alameda 1, Santa. “Monica: 1, 
4,’ San Joaquin ,County 1, San, Mateo 
y 1, San-Luis Obispo County 
Sacramento. County 1, county: 1 


Scarlet. Fever. 


199 cases of scarlet ied td been re- | 


orted, as_ follows: all Angeles 60, San 
rancisco 30, Riverside 6, Colusa 10, Los 
Angeles ‘County 9, 8, . Stockton 5, 
Pasadena 5, Oakland 9, .Tulare County. 6, 
San Joaquin - County 2 Ukiah 1, Orange 
County 3, Patterson 
Glendale 1, Long _ 4, Marin County 2, 


cino County 1, Hawthorne 1 
Compton. 2, Alameda ds Stanislaus County 2. 
Merced 1, ‘Chula Vista 1, Fresno County 4, 
Burlingame 2, Colusa County 1, Chico 1, 
Richmond 2, ‘Contra Costa County & Santa 
Cruz County 2, Sacramento County 4, Santa 
Barbara 1, Burbank 1, Santa Clara County 1. 


Smallpox. 


342 cases of smallpox have been reported, 
as follows: Los Angeles 145, Hermosa 19, Los 


_ National. City 11, 
Santa 


Alhambra 1 
_Vernon 2, ‘Colton a; Riverside County. 1, Oak: 


aly City 2, Salinas 


County’ i, San J oaquin 
California 1. 


Whooping. Cough: 


Tehama County 
Crescent City’ 3 Pomona Dai Corona 1, M en do- | Cerebrospinal Meningitis. 


Monrovia 1, | 
reported, as follows: 


‘bank 1.- 


County 19, Long - ‘16, Redondp 
Burbank 5, Pomona 5, 
Monica.’ 5. Huntington Beach 16, 
Huntington Park + South Gate 3, Stockton 1, 
are, 1, “San ‘Francisco - 1, Glendale 4, 
Selma 1, Compton. 1, Imperial 1, 


land 1, ‘Anaheim 2, eT 4, 


Typhoid Fever. 


16 cases of typhoid fever re- 
ported,. as follows: Riverside 1, Long. Beach 
“4 Orange County 2, San Francisco 1, aor 
Santa . Ana: Sacramento | County: 
1, Sebastopol 2, Hanford San Diegs 
, Jackson 1, 


27 cases: of whooping ‘cough have been re- 
ported, as follows: Los Angeles 2, San Luis 
Obispo County 1, Pasadena 3, Alhambra # 
Los Angeles County 4, Berkeley 1, San 
3, Orange 4, Riverside Stockton 

‘Santa Rosa y Orange County 1, Sacra- 
oth a Oakland 1, Anaheim 3. 


4 cases of epidemic meningitis hawe been 
San Francisco, 3, Bur- 


Epidemic Encephalitis. 


2 cases of epidemic encephalitis have been 
reported as follows: San Francisco 1, Oak- 
land 1. 


Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever. 
Lassen County reported one case of Rocky 


Angeles’ County 47, Ontario 21, Orange! Mountain Spotted Fever. 
COMMUNICABLE DISEASE REPORTS. 
1924 1923 
Reports Reports 
Week ending on "week Week ending week 
DISEASES. ending ending 
| May 3 May 5 
April 12 | April 19 April 26 || April 14 | April 21| April 28 
| May 6 May 8 
| 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 
Cerebrospinal Meningitis 2 0 1 4 6 4 1 3 
Chickenpox..-__.-____- 451 409 405 349 330 298 71 294 
243 236 211 187 172 146 145 146 
Dysentery (Bacillary) --- 0 2 0 0 2 3 5 . 1 
Epidemic Encephalitis _ _ 0 6 5 2 4 3 1 1 
Epidemic Jaundice 0 0 0 0 0 0 0-] +0 
Gonorrhoea__.....----- 105 66 70 167 127 74 90 87 
33 18 17. 124 72 447 
1 0 0) 0 I 0 0 1 
1671 1280 1281 1006 1014 1092 1132 1127 
I SS 69 65 70. 45 39 23 26 23 
Peeumonia.._=........- — 89 64 58 86 61 96 81 54 
1 1 0 0 1 0 0 
Rabies (Human)-_-_-_--_-_- 0 0 0 | 0 O 0 0 0 
Rocky Mt. Spotted Fever 0 2 0 1 0 0 0 0 
Scarlet Fever__.-----_-- 268 224 196 199 143 163 157 127 
i, ce 412 377 319 34? 49 8 21 4] 
ae 125 105 88 177 104 . 87 56 66 
Tuberculosis. ......---- 278 215 272 171 151 240 173 134 
19 22 19 16 9 11 10 14 
hus 0 0 0 0 0 
ooping Cough------- 57 42 47 30 209 192 322 210 
alin ge 3827 3138 3060 2804 2531 2572 2566 2711 
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